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Shadows  Along  The  Pofomac 


Reprinted  from  the  Congressional  Record- 
Senate,  February  10,  1964. 

Mr.  CARLSON.  Mr.  President, 
fVesident  Lincoln,  whose  birthday  we 
commemorate  this  week,  was  responsi- 
ble for  many  great  humanitarian  pro- 
grams. 

It  was  on  April  8,  1864,  that  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  signed  the  charter  for  the 
establishment  of  Gallaudet  College. 
Edward  Miner  Gallaudet,  who  was  also 
born  in  February,  was  the  first  presi- 
dent of  Gallaudet  College  and  served 
from  its  founding  in  1864  to  191  L 

Yesterday  services  were  held  at  the 
Washington  Cathedral  in  commemora- 
tion of  the  100th  anniversary  of  Gal- 
laudet College  and  in  observance  of  the 
birthday  of  these  two  men  who  were  in- 
strumental in  the  founding  of  this 
national  college  for  the  deaf. 

Participating  in  the  program  were 
Dr.  Albert  W.  Atwood,  president  of 
the  board  of  directors;  Dr.  Leonard  M. 
Elstad,  president  of  Gallaudet  College; 
Dr.  Pov/rie  Doctor,  chairman  of  the 
•department  of  history  and  political 
science,  instructors,  and  many  students. 
The  service  was  interpreted  by  mem- 
bers of  the  faculty. 

A  most  impressive  rendition  of  the 
Lord's  Prayer  was  interpreted  by  a  re- 
ligious modern  dance  chorus  of  the 
deaf  of  Gallaudet  College. 

The  add  ress,  "Shadows  Along  the 
Potomac,"  was  delivered  by  Dr.  Powrie 
V.  Doctor,  chairman  of  the  Depart- 
m^ent  of  History  and  Political  Science 
at  Gallaudet  College.  He  gave  the 
early  history  of  the  college  and  stressed 


the  great  humanitarian  programs  that 
have  been  carried  on  during  the  past 
century. 

I  ask  unanimous  consent  that  Dr. 
Doctor's  address  be  printed  in  the 
Record. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  ad- 
dress was  ordered  to  be  printed  in  the 
Record,  as  follows: 

Shadows  Along  The  Potomac 

(By  Powrie  Vaux  Doctor,  Ph.  D., 
chairman.  Department  of  History  and 
Political  Science,  Gallaudet  College, 
Washington,  D.  C. ) 

In  the  long  shadows  of  history  in  the 
Western  World  perhaps  one  of  the 
most  dominating  ideas  in  the  Judeo- 
Christian  domain  has  been  the  gradu- 
ally developing  concept  that  not  only 
the  man  who  possesses  all  his  physical 
and  mental  faculties,  but  also  the  man 
who  is  deprived  of  some  of  these,  is  an 
individual  in  the  eyes  of  God  and  pos- 
sesses a  soul.  In  the  long  years  of  his- 
tory man  has  again  and  again  denied 
to  another  man  certain  rights  because 
of  his  color,  or  his  nationality,  or  of  his 
creed.  It  has  been  even  a  greater  strug- 
gle in  the  long  years  of  history  for  the 
man  who  is  physically  handicapped  to 
achieve  a  place  for  himself  as  an  indi- 
vidual even  within  his  own  community 
and  even  among  his  own  kind. 

Brilliant  as  were  the  many  achieve- 
ments of  the  Greeks  who  placed  so 
much  emphasis  on  the  physical  and 
mental  achievements  of  man  as  a  man, 
yet  they  never  made  a  place  for  an 
individual  who  had  failed  to  meet  these 
requirements  through  no  fault  of  his 
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own.  It  is  the  long  shadow  of  the  Ju- 
dean  way  of  life  that  first  introduced 
into  our  Western  World  civilization  the 
concept  that  all  men  possess  souls  re- 
gardless of  the  temple  in  which  they 
are  housed.  It  is  the  Old  Testament 
that  we  read,  "Do  not  curse  the  deaf 
nor  place  a  stone  before  the  blind." 

In  the  field  of  biology  we  learn  that 
when  a  certain  specie  of  animal  starts 
to  kill  its  old  and  its  disabled,  it  is  on 
the  road  to  extinction.  The  care  of  the 
disabled  in  any  nation  is  a  fairly  accu- 
rate index  of  the  height  to  which  that 
civilization  has  reached  in  that  country. 
However,  as  we  glance  back  through 
the  corridors  of  time  we  see  so  clearly 
that  seldom  has  this  concept  of  being 
responsible  for  the  disabled  come 
about  purely  from  a  political  or  a  social 
point  of  view.  The  reason  for  the 
dawning  of  such  a  concept  has  nearly 
always  sprung  from  a  religious  motive. 

It  is  difficvdt  today  to  find  a  more 
clear  illustration  of  the  distinction  be- 
tween Christianity  and  other  religions 
than  in  the  area  of  the  treatment  of 
people  who  have  been  deprived  of 
their  sight,  or  their  hearing  or  the  use 
of  their  limbs.  A  sense  of  responsibility 
for  our  brothers  who  are  handicapped 
is  the  very  essence  and  foundation  of 
the  teaching  of  Jesus.  A  sense  of  duty 
prompts  us  to  honor  our  war  dead,  but 
so  seldom  is  that  same  sense  carried 
over  to  the  soldier  lying  in  some  distant 
hospital  who  may  be  counted  neither 
among  those  of  the  living  nor  among 
those  of  the  dead.  How  well  we  know 
how  much  longer  it  took  during  the 
dark  shadows  of  history  to  realize  a 
duty  to  the  wounded  and  to  the  sick 


and  to  build  a  shelter  for  them,  than  it 
took  to  build  some  marble  memorial  to 
the  memory  of  those  who  were  slain. 

The  shadow  of  the  cross  that  la)' 
across  the  centuries  has  called  to  men's 
minds  again  and  again  their  responsi- 
bility to  those  of  their  brothers  who 
have  been  maimed  along  the  way,  and 
sometimes  to  a  brother  injured  by  the 
color  of  his  skin,  or  because  of  his  age, 
or  because  he  follows  the  creed  of  his 
fathers.  This  is  the  essence  of  the  teach- 
mg  of  Jesus.  This  is  the  shadow  cast  on 
history  from  the  Judean  hills. 

Although  we  are  gathered  here  to- 
day to  commemorate  an  anniversary  of 
an  educational  institution  for  the  deaf 
founded  in  many  ways  by  a  civil  gov- 
ernment, we  must  never  forget  that  it 
was  men  and  women  with  strong  reli- 
gious convictions  that  made  such  an 
occasion  possible,  to  men  and  women 
reared  in  a  Western  civilization  per- 
meated in  every  way  by  the  Judeo- 
Christian  ideals.  The  first  free  public 
school  for  the  deaf  in  the  United  States 
was  founded  in  1817  by  a  minister  of 
the  Protestant  faith.  The  first  free 
public  school  for  the  deaf  in  the 
world  was  founded  in  France  in  1756 
by  a  Roman  Catholic  priest,  and  both 
rnen  were  confirmed  in  their  con- 
victions by  the  teachings  of  Jesus  who 
was  the  first  to  show  mercy  to  a  man 
who  could  not  hear  nearly  2,000  years 
ago.  The  culture  bequeathed  to  the 
world  by  the  Greeks,  and  the  funda- 
mental elements  of  law  left  to  history 
by  the  Romans  take  a  minor  role  in  the 
history  of  mankind  when  compared  to 
that  bequeathed  by  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
in  his  compassion  for  mankind. 
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Many  of  us  today  believe  mom- 
entarily that  our  modern  20th  century, 
our  cv/ilizarion  with  all  its  scientific 
attributes,  will  do  away  with  much  that 
has  plagued  humanity  in  the  past. 
Would  that  this  were  true.  Much  more 
proba'ole  is  the  fact  that  because  of 
many  of  our  modern  medicines  and 
drugs  we  are  keeping  alive  many 
persons  who  would  not  have  been  kept 
alive  even  some  50  or  60  years  ago. 

The  number  of  children  who  need 
extra  teaching  and  extra  care  is  increas- 
ing almost  beyond  our  capacity  to  care 
for  them.  Modern  medicine  has  re- 
sulted not  only  in  saving  innumerable 
lives  but  also  in  saving  the  lives  of 
children  and  men  and  women  who 
require  special  care. 

As  we  read  medieval  history  we 
learn  of  the  place  of  the  madonna  in 
the  church,  the  madonna  of  the  field, 
the  madonna  of  the  various  groups, 
each  pinpointing  some  particular  idea, 
usually  of  importance  in  that  particular 
age.  It  may  yet  come  to  pass  in  our  time 
that  the  symbol  of  the  modern  20th 
century  will  not  be  the  mushroom 
cloud  of  the  atomic  bomb,  but  of  the 
madonna  gazing  in  bewilderment  and 
in  compassion  on  the  handicapped 
child  in  her  arms.  Then  will  this 
madonna  of  the  handicapped  child  of 
the  20th  century  gaze  at  you  and  will 
gaze  at  me  and  will  seemingly  ask,  why, 
v/hy  do  you  men  and  women  so  often 
tend  to  forget  him? 

This  afternoon  not  only  do  we 
observe  the  anniversary  of  a  college, 
but  we  also  observe  the  memory  of  the 
man  who,  as  President  of  the  United 
States  in  the  year   1864  signed  the 


Enabling  Act  officially  creating  the 
first  college  in  the  world  for  any 
handicapped  group  of  persons.  It  may 
be  that  such  an  institution  would 
never  have  come  into  realization  ex 
cept  for  the  compassion  of  Lincoln  for 
a  group  of  people  who,  through  no 
fault  of  their  own,  formed  a  minority 
group  in  our  Nation.  It  would  only  be 
a  man  of  Lincoln's  humility  who,  dur- 
ing the  dark  clouds  of  the  closing 
years  of  the  War  Between  the  States, 
would  take  the  time  and  make  the  ef- 
fort to  perform  such  a  humanitarian 
act. 

As  we  observe  the  approaching  an- 
niversay  of  the  birth  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  we  will  note  that  history  has 
recorded  his  official  acts  as  President 
and  his  conduct  of  the  war,  but  human- 
ity at  large  remembers  him  as  a  man 
who  believed  that  a  man,  regardless  of 
his  color,  should  be  granted  a  place  of 
dignity  as  an  individual  within  his  own 
comniunity. 

As  the  future  years  fall  into  place 
history  may  well  record  the  official  acts 
as  President  of  John  F.  Kennedy,  but 
humanity  may  well  remember  him.  as 
the  man  who  as  President  was  respon- 
sible for  enacting  legislation  that  will 
help  many  people  handicapped  as  is 
one  of  the  sisters  of  the  late  President. 

Events  have  cast  their  shadows  over 
history  throughout  the  world,  but  the 
shadows  cast  along  the  Potomac  by  the 
memorial  to  Lincoln,  and  by  the  newly 
erected  cross  in  Arlington  Cemetery, 
may  well  be  the  shadows  of  the  mem- 
ory of  two  men  who,  though  occupy- 
ing a  high  place  in  the  Nation,  did  not 
fail  to  remember  those  who  might  have 
been  forgotten. 
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We  are  pleased  to  announce  the 
names  of  our  children  who  achieved 
the  honor  roll  at  the  end  of  the  third 
quarter  of  school. 

Department  of  the  Blind 

Bruce  Broderick 
Gunnar  Hain 
Theresa  Hain 
Harold  Leigland 
Pat  Morris 
Anita  Nelson 
Ellen  Polley 
Michael  Root 

Department  of  the  Deaf 

Nancy  Burns 
Nancy  Chop 
Judy  Cox 
Sheri  Eckhardt 
Kathy  Humphrey 
Elizabeth  Kanning 
Larry  Smolik 

We  are  also  pleased  to  note  that  one 
of  our  Montana  students  at  Gallaudet 
College  has  again  made  the  Dean's  List. 

Congratulations  to  Leore  Paul 
Kanning.  Leore  has  a  sister  in  school 
here  and  another  sister  who  graduated 
from  our  school  two  years  ago. 

College  Exams 

Six  of  our  students  took  the  Gal- 
laudet College  entrance  examinations 
on  March  19th  and  20th.  Those  parti- 
cipating were;  Nancy  Chop,  Elizabeth 
Kanning,  Mike  Barker,  Bette  Wolfe, 
Lee  Ann  McLane  and  Bob  Hance. 


A  titanic  sweep  of  snow  across  the 
state  was  not  included  among  the 
School  and  Parent-Teacher-House- 
parent  Association's  plans,  but  it  failed 
to  blur  the  success  of  the  Second  An- 
nual Parent  Day  held  here  March  25. 

As  a  prelude  to  the  Easter  recess,  the 
day  began  with  classroom  tours  and 
exhibits  in  the  gym  going  on  coinci- 
dentally.  The  latter  included  samples 
of  pupils'  classroom  work  and  extra- 
circular  projects  such  as  handicrafts 
and  hobbies.  Rotating  classes  were  cut 
to  20-minute  intervals,  thus  enabling 
an  observation  of  a  typical  school  dav 
in  a  nutshell.  Methods  of  teaching  were 
demonstrated  and  the  parents  got  a 
chance  to  talk  with  the  teachers  about 
their  children. 

A  short  program  conducted  by  Miss 
Koetitz  and  Mrs.  Somppi  followed. 
The  blind  pupils  sang  in  chorus  and 
the  deaf  children  recited  rhymes  using 
the  combined  method. 

A  PTHA  business  meeting  com- 
pleted the  day.  Representatives  Len 
Regan  and  Malcomb  Holtz,  both  of 
Cascade  County,  were  among  the 
guests.  Also  present  were  out-of-town 
friends  and  parents  whose  children 
were  coming  here  in  the  near  future. 

Encyclopedias  Arrive 

We  have  received  the  complete  30 
volume  set  of  the  World  Book  ency 
clopedia  in  sight  saving  print.  They 
have  been  placed  in  the  Library  and 
are  enthusiastically  used  by  our  stu- 
dents who  have  enough  sight  to  read 
large  print. 
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March  5,  1964 

The  president  called  the  meeting  to 
order  at  11:30  a.m.  in  the  gym  of  the 
school.  An  introduction  followed  of 
special  guests.  The  minutes  of  the  pre- 
vious meeting  were  read  and  approved. 
The  treasurer's  report  was  read  by  the 
secretary  in  the  absence  of  the  treas- 
urer. The  treasurer's  report  was  held 
over  to  the  next  meeting  pending  pos- 
sible corrections. 

Betty  Van  Tighem  gave  a  report  on 
her  progress  with  the  T.V.  Stations  on 
captioning  important  items  for  the 
deaf.  She  stated  that  some  special  in- 
terest items  are  being  done  this  way 
now  and  she  will  continue  to  act  on  this 
subject. 

Mr.  LeMieux  announced  that  Par- 
ent Packages  are  on  display  this  meet- 
ing and  will  be  at  the  disposal  of  the 
committee.  He  gave  information  on 
the  John  Tracy   Clinic   and  special 
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literature,  "Communication  with  the 
Deaf"  A  discussion  followed. 

A  motion  was  entertained  to  give 
authority  to  the  treasurer  to  buy  filing 
equipment  needed  by  the  organization. 
Motion  was  seconded  and  adopted. 

Mrs.  Hutton  announced  that  she 
had  received  literature  on  a  new  type 
of  lense  for  the  blind.  She  has  referred 
this  literature  to  Mr.  Leigland  and  has 
asked  him  to  report  on  this  at  the  next 
meeting. 

Mr.  Leigland  reported  for  the  Re- 
search Committee.  He  stated  that  the 
group  would  be  notified  of  necessary 
movements  and  asked  to  help  on  pos- 
sible legislative  problems. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  on 
April  6  at  8:00  p.m. 

There  being  no  further  business  the 
president  asked  for  a  motion  to  ad- 
journ. The  motion  was  seconded  and 
carried. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Mrs.  Luella  B.  Nelson, 
Secretary 


P.T.H.A.  Dues 

Please  send  your  P.  T.  H.  A.  dues  of  $1 .00  per  person  to: 

Mr.  Warren  Johnson,  P.  T.  H.  A.  Treasurer 
Montana  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind 
Great  Falls,  Montana 

Your  support  is  needed  to  help  the  P.  T.  H.  A.  in  its  efforts 

to  help  our  school. 
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Department  For  the  Blind 

The  Centennial  Train 

It  was  cold  and  cloudy  and  looked  like 
rain 

When  we  went  to  see  the  Centennial  Train. 

We  went  out  in  front  of  the  school  to  the 
bus. 

It  was  rather  crowding  to  take  all  of  us, 

But  we  finally  got  there,  and  looked  all 
around, 

A.nd  there  the  Centennial  Train  we  found. 

Its  sides  were  all  decked  with  paintings 
and  such. 

And  most  of  us  liked  them  very  much. 

Then  we  slowly  advanced  to  the  door, 

And  oh!  What  a  wonderful  tour  was  in 
store! 

The  first  car  was  filled  with  paintings  of 
the  West. 

But  I  liked  the  big  bronze  statue  the  best. 

The  second  car  had  a  whole  case  of  gold. 

Oh!  What  a  wonderful  sight  to  behold! 

The  gold  was  so  pretty,  and  there  was  so 
much 

But  it  was  in  cases,  so  we  couldn't  touch. 

They  had  cases  of  lots  of  old  things  which 
looked  new. 

They    were    sparkling    and    shiny,  and 
beautiful,  too. 

The  third  car  had  birds  and  fish  and  game. 

They   looked   very   interesting  just  the 
same. 

It  was  all  very  wonderful,  all  very  grand. 
I  think  our  Montana's  the  best  in  the  land. 

— Joy  Goodover 


News 

Debbie  went  to  Washington  to  visit  her 
grandparents  during  Easter  vacation.  She 
had  a  loveiy  time.  Lewis  rs  making  a 
scrapbook  of  all  the  picture  postcards  he 
receives  from  his  parents  and  friends. 
Rachel  is  now  a  member  of  a  Brownie 
troop.  She  has  lots  of  fun  and  is 
learning  many  new  things.  Martin  re- 
ceived an  Easter  package  from  a  friend. 
He  brought  it  to  school  and  we  all  en- 
joyed it.  Bonnie  received  a  pretty  blue 
bracelet  for  her  birthday.  She  likes  to 
wear  it  to  school. 

— Miss  Kennedy's  Class 

An  Interesting  Trip 

One  morning  last  month  the  girls  and 
boys  in  the  upper  grades  went  down 
tov/n  to  tour  the  Montana  Centennial 
Train. 

The  cars  were  painted  a  bright  orange 
on  the  lower  half  and  yellow  on  the  upper 
half.  Along  the  tops  of  the  cars  were 
copper  brands  belonging  to  cattle  men  of 
our  state.  Below  these  brands  were  beau- 
tiful paintings  of  scenes  in  Montana.  The 
one  I  like  was  a  man  panning  for  gold.  1 
thought  it  was  very  interesting. 

In  the  first  car  were  paintings  and 
sculptured  pieces  done  by  the  famous  man 
Charles  Russell.  We  were  fortunate  in 
being  allowed  to  touch  one  of  the  sculp- 
tured pieces. 

In  the  second  car  we  saw  different 
kinds  of  animals,  birds,  and  fish  native  to 
Montana.  There  was  a  case  of  gold  nug- 
gets and  gold  dust,  which  was  very 
valuable.  There  was  a  scale  to  weigh  the 
gold  and  some  pans  that  had  been  used 
to  pan  gold  from  the  rivers  and  streams. 

In  the  last  car  were  relics  of  Custer, 
a  painting  of  his  last  stand  and  also  some 
old  musical  instruments. 

Unfortunately  we  had  to  move  along 
too  fast  but  I  did  enjoy  it  very  much.  It 
was  an  unforgettable  experience. 

— Anita  Nelson 
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Department  for  the  Deaf 

Science 

We  rre  learning  about  science  now.  We 
are  making  a  science  book.  Science  is 
about  JTie  weather.  It  is  about  the  seasons, 
too.  We  learned  about  the  earth,  sun  and 
stars.  Then  we  draw  pictures  about  these 
stories.  We  like  science. 

— Marion  Louie 

Signs 

Mother  wants  to  learn  to  sign.  She- 
bought  a  new  sign  book.  Maybe  my 
father  and  my  sisters  will  learn,  too.  I  will 
help  them  next  summer.  I  am  happy  that 
they  want  to  learn  to  sign.  Then  we  can 
tf  Ik  and  sign  together. 

— Stephen  Brunelle 

Fingerpainting 

We  fingerpainted  pictures.  I  painted 
some  flowers.  The  flowers  are  pretty. 
They  are  red  and  yellow.  Some  children 
painted  animals.  We  put  the  pictures  on 
th'i  wad.  It  is  fun  to  fingerpaint. 

— Rita  Lux 

My  Easter  Vacation 

Easter  Sunday  was  David's  birthday. 
He  is  my  brother.  He  is  six  years  old  now. 
I  was  happy  to  be  home  for  his  birthday. 
David  had  a  party.  We  had  fun. 
David  got  a  bicyle.  I  helped  David  ride 
his  new  bicycle. 

— Douglas  Harasymczuk 

Our  Poems 

We  like  to  say  poems.  Our  poems  are 
about  many  things.  We  made  a  poem 
book.  It  has  many  poems  in  it.  I  will  bring 
my  book  home.  I  will  say  poems  to  mv 
family  next  summer. 

Gregory  Lakey 


My  Easter  Present 

Ann  and  Bob  gave  me  four  baby  chick- 
ens for  Easter.  Ann  and  Bob  are  mv 
friends.  I  put  my  chickens  in  a  big  box. 
I  gave  my  chickens  something  to  eat.  I 
give  them  water,  too.  The  chickens  will 
grow  big.  Then  we  will  eat  them.  Mother 
said  that. 

— Mark  Aleksinski 
My  Birthday 

I  am  nine  years  old  now.  My  birthdny 
was  last  Saturday,  April  4th.  We  had  my 
party  in  school  last  Friday.  The  children 
made  birthday  cards  for  me.  I  like  the- 
cards.  My  family  sent  me  a  box.  I  like  to 
wear  my  new  red  shirt  and  blue  pants. 
I  got  a  funny  jumping  clown,  too. 

— Robert  Stepp'er 

Motor-Scooting  Fever 

I  have  noticed  there  are  many  motor 
scooters  which  people  drive  around  the 
state.  Every  time  I  look  at  the  scooters,  I 
v/ish  I  could  have  one  because  I  believe  it 
would  be  more  interesting  to  travel  on  one 
around  my  family  ranch.  I  began  to 
wonder  whether  I  could  get  one  to  gain 
experience  in  operating  it  before  I  grad- 
uate. I  am  fond  of  horses  but  I  sometime; 
have  a  hard  time  with  them  because  they 
won't  cooperate  with  me.  I  look  at  the 
scooters  and  they  seem  kind  in  letting  us 
ride  at  any  time  if  we  take  care  of  them 
well. 

I  hope  I  can  get  a  scooter  so  the  rest 
of  my  family  can  have  fun,  too.  I  bet  if  I 
had  one  my  horses  would  laugh  at  me  as 
they  would  know  I  would  not  bother  them 
as  often  as  before.  I  think  the  ownership 
of  one  would  help  anyone  who  is  in- 
terested in  motor  scooters.  It  builds  up 
your  feeling  to  know  how  to  control  your- 
self, to  improve  your  confidence  and  to 
drive  carefully. 

My  fondnss  for  horses  and  scooters 
would  grow  and  add  much  to  my  fun  and 
happiness. 

— Elizabeth  Kanning 
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Faifhful  Shep  Has 
Two  Memorials 

By  Ken  Pay  ton 

The  story  of  Shep,  the  sheep  dog 
which  met  every  train  through  Fort 
Benton  for  nearly  six  years  in  hope 
that  his  master  would  return,  has  been 
told  again  nationally.  This  time  Shep's 
story  is  in  a  Gold  Medal  paperback 
book,  "Amazing  but  True  Animals," 
compiled  by  Doug  Storer. 

Author  Storer  calls  Shep  the  "Dog 
With  Two  Monuments":  "One  stands 
in  stone  on  a  lonely  hillside;  the  other, 
a  living  testament,  shines  out  from  the 
faces  of  laughing  children." 

"One  summer  day  in  1936,"  writes 
Storer,  "in  the  little  prairie  town  of 
Fort  Benton,  Mont.,  a  train  pulled 
slowly  out  of  the  station  bearing  the 
body  of  an  obscure  sheepherder. 
'^he :e  was  only  one  mourner;  a  half- 
'  reed  collie  named  Shep  who,  for 
years,  had  been  the  solitary  man's  in- 
separable companion." 

Shep  met  every  train  for  almost  six 
years,  hoping  to  find  his  master.  Jan. 
12,  1942,  he  was  killed  by  a  train  he 
had  gone  down  the  tracks  to  meet. 

Fort  Benton  mourned  his  death  and 
a  monum.ent  was  erected  over  his 
grave :  The  first  monument. 

The  second  monument  started  to 
become  a  reality  when  Great  Northern 
conductor  Ed  Shields  of  Great  Falls 
prepared  a  booklet  about  Shep  and 
railroaders  sold  it  to  their  passengers. 

"The  booklet  made  a  modest  profit 


and  Shields,  seeking  a  worthwhile  use 
for  these  funds,  finally  settled  on  the 
Montana  School  foi  the  Deaf  and 
Blind  at  Great  Falls,"  Storer  continues. 
"On  Christmas,  1946,  he  gave  to  the 
school  its  first  'Shep  Gift,'  a  check  for 
two  hundred  dollars." 

The  "Shep  Fund"  caught  the  public 
interest.  Gifts  and  legacies  flowed  in 
even  after  passenger  trains  stopped 
running  through  Fort  Benton  and  pro- 
fits from  the  sale  of  the  booklet 
dwindled.  Gifts  continue  to  ar  rive. 

The  money  is  used  to  buy  play- 
ground equipment  and  to  support 
college  scholarships.  Gifts  of  money 
helped  purchase  ^3  5,000  in  rental 
property  that  brings  in  ^2,400  per 
year.  The  "Shep  Fund"  helps  buy 
candy  and  other  treats  for  the  children 
and  finances  trips. 

It  "helps  make  up  for  some  of  the 
love  and  security  these  deaf  and  blind 
children  are  deprived  of  by  separation 
from  their  families,"  Superintendent 
Glenn  I.  Harris  said. 

In  1949,  a  birch  tree  was  planted  in 
front  of  Harris'  home  in  honor  of 
Shields,  who  did  not  live  to  see  the  full 
results  of  the  program  he  started. 

"He  probably  did  not  realize  that 
his  modest  beginning  would  continue 
to  flower  into  different  channels  of 
happiness  and  benefits  to  the  children 
of  the  school,"  Harris  said.  "This  fund 
has  now  become  a  permanent  and  en- 
during memorial  to  the  man  who  firsr 
wrote  'The  Story  of  Shep.'  " 

— Reprinted  from 
The  Great  Falls  Tribune 
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